Curriculum for Bass
October 14, 2004
Beginner & Intermediate:

Parts of guitar
Names of strings

Chromatic scale

Whole note - 1/8 note pulsing
Following kick drum, predictable rhythmic pattern (groove)
Advanced:

Technique

Using Gear (EQ, Compression, direct box, amp)
Slap/Snap

Octave, Fifth, Half-Step shapes and use

Walkdowns
Theory

Chord functions:

· home (I) and fake home (vi)

· almost home (V)

· no-mans land (IV and ii)

Scales: major, minor (natural, harmonic, melodic), pentatonic, blues

Understanding counterpoint, alternate bass notes
Ear Training

Chords by ear

Transposition to any key based on chord function
Melody by ear

Improvisation

Melodic theory of tension/release around root
Common tones (break rules)(especially keys)

Call and response (filling in holes)
Generating complete melodies with following forms

      call response (A A')
      AABA

      ABA

Elements of Music

History of Music

Resources: 

