Important Music History Information 

	Period
	Prominent Composers
	New Large Forms
	New Small Forms
	Musical Characteristics

	The Middle Ages

400-1400
	Machaut

Landini
	Mass
	Motet, secular ballades
	Vocal polyphonic sacred music based on chant, non-metrical rhythm

	Renaissance

1400-1600
	Josquin des Prez

Palestrina

Giovanni Gabrielli
	
	Madrigal, motet, chorale melody
	Polyphony, bass voice present, use of modes, lute and keyboard music, polychoral singing

	Baroque

1600-1750
	Monteverdi

Vivaldi

J.S. Bach

Handel
	Opera, oratorio, cantata, sonata, concerto grosso, suite
	Chorale, fugue, toccata, recitative, aria
	Major minor-system, systemized harmony, solo singing, organ and harpsichord, strict rhythmic flow, basso continuo, terraced dynamics

	Classical

1750-1825
	Haydn,

Mozart

C.P.E. Bach

Johann Christian Bach


	Symphony, solo concerto, string quartet
	Sonata form, rondo, theme and variations, minuet and trio
	Piano replaces harpsichord, orchestra and chamber music, crescendo-decrescendo, music mostly homophonic, involved musical structure

	Romantic

1825-1900
	Beethoven

Schubert

Chopin

Brahms

Mussorgsky

Rachmaninoff,

Wagner, Fauré, Tchaikovsky
	Art song, symphonic poem, grand opera
	
	Music for virtuoso instrumentalist, mostly homophonic, rubato, rich harmony with chromatic alterations, large orchestra, piano very important, highly expressive

	Impressionism

1890-1920
	Debussy

Ravel
	
	Colorful orchestration, harp prominent, whole-tone scale
	

	Twentieth Century

1900 -
	Stravinsky, Schoenberg, Ives, Copland, Shostakovich, Britten, Vaughn Williams, Duruflé, Thompson, Gershwin, Barber
	Jazz
	
	Polytonality, atonality, mixed meters


From The Understanding of Music, Charles Hoffer, publishers: Thompson, Schirmer.

